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Várnagy, Réka–Ilonszki, Gabriella
GLASS CEILINGS. PARTIES ON THE TOP AND BELOW

The article diagnoses a low level of female political presence in Hungary both 
in national and local politics. This requires an explanation, particularly in face 
of comparative fi gures in other East-Central European countries and also due 
to the cemented nature of the situation. In harmony with more recent ap-
proaches of gender academic research the article seeks to identify the critical 
actor in this respect. It argues that it is the parties’ candidate selection strate-
gies and their repulsive behaviour with respect to attempts to increase female 
political participation that are largely responsible for gender glass ceilings. 
These are not visible obstacles but are present nationally and locally and in the 
gender hierarchy in each context. 
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Gajduschek, György
ON THE LEGAL NATURE OF HUNGARIAN PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION AND 

OF THE DISCIPLINE OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

Legal approach towards and within public administration is prevalent in Con-
tinental European countries; especially so in the Germanic administrative sys-
tems, like that of Hungary. Based on statistical and documentary analysis, the 
paper demonstrates the presence of the ‘Legal’ in various segments of admin-
istration: proportion of lawyers in senior civil service (57%); legal regulation 
on professional requirement (71% of civil service positions may be fi lled in by 
lawyers); academic approach to public administration (cca. 60% of papers in 
the leading PA journal are dominantly based on Law as a discipline); civil ser-
vice training (72% of the training material being of a dominantly legal char-
acter). According to survey data civil servants devote two thirds of their work-
ing time to activities of a predominantly law-related character (such as drafting 
or executing laws). The fi nal section of the paper discusses policy and imple-
mentation failures of the government that presumably stem from the legalistic 
nature of the administration.
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Boda, Zsolt
HOMO POLITICUS, OR AN OUTLINE OF A THEORY OF POLITICAL ACTION 

AND MOTIVATION

The paper intends to draft an anthropology for political studies. It is striking 
that while political science relies extensively on the behavioural models of 
economics (this is the model of the rational, self-interested actor), sociology 
(the model of norm-abidance and conformity), or even psychology (an actor 
motivated by her emotions, neurosis, etc.), it has not developed an anthropology 
for its own purposes. Does this mean that political action has no proper 
motivational basis as such? The paper argues that this is not the case. In fact, 
there is a model implicitly present in political science. This is the actor following 
the common good, along the lines of collective rationality. The paper aims at 
making the fi rst steps towards elaborating the theoretical and empirical foun-
dations for such a model.

Keywords: Political behaviour, anthropology, collective action, motiva-
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Szűcs, Zoltán Gábor–Szabó, Gabriella
POLITICS IN THE EUROPEAN SPACE. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK FOR 

RESEARCHING EUROPEAN POLITICAL SPACE
 
In the past couple of years, European politicians and citizens had to become 
more and more conscious of the fact that domestic policy issues suddenly turned 
out to be the common concerns of politicians, intellectuals, celebrities, street 
protesters and online activists all over Europe which has been discussed as 
precondition for a vivid European political community. The aim of the paper 
is to sketch a theoretical and conceptual ground for future evidence-based em-
pirical studies which might provide analytical and explanatory schemes for 
comprehending Europe (including the EU regime) as an agency-centred po-
litical space which is continuously being confi gured and reconfi gured via pub-
licly available communications on controversial issues. Our point of departure 
is the social constructivist turn in European studies, namely, seeing institu-
tions/structures as a result of the actors’ eminently communicative activities. 
The article also proposes to redefi ne the role of the European public sphere in 
studying the behaviour of political actors in making a European political space. 
Finally we present a tentative list of potential research directions to test com-
paratively the current European political space models via the European po-
litical debates. 
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Fricz, Tamás
GOVERNMENTAL SYSTEMS IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE. 

A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

The paper seeks an answer to the question of what kinds of governmental sys-
tems have emerged in the new Central and East European democracies as shown 
by the experience of the past twenty years, and how far these systems have pro-
moted the consolidation of the democratic set of institutions and their opera-
tion. In addition to describing and comparing the different countries and sub-
regions it is also presented along which background considerations they have 
chosen the presidential, the semi-presidential or the parliamentary system or a 
certain combination of these alternatives. Though the analysis of governmental 
systems requires the traditional institutional approach, the present study moves 
amidst a broader network. On the one hand, the so-called actor approach is ap-
plied which intends to fi nd an answer to why and by what motivations the de-
cisive political actors of the change of system and the process of democratisation 
have decided for the introduction of a particular governmental system. On the 
other hand, we study with the help of the neo-institutionalist method of inves-
tigation what historical, cultural, political and institutional traditions and cus-
toms were behind the choice of institutions by the actors, which also offers an 
explanation for the survival of certain institutional continuities and continued 
presence even after the change of the system. 

Keywords: Governmental systems, Central and Eastern Europe, theory of 
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Dessewffy, Tibor–Nagy, Zsófi a
AS IT COMES – TOWARDS A MODERATE REALISM

The authors’ study examines a potential application of the realist approach – a 
formidable factor in foreign policy as well as in homeland security – that could 
be used to explain a wider range of social relations. After an introduction of 
the modernist discourse, the polemic counterpart of the realist interpretation-
al frame, through a presentation of its key junctures – economic development, 
political institutions, and cultural value shifts – the authors outline the major 
cornerstones of the realist approach: anthropological pessimism, theories con-
cerning the drive for power, and the applicability of these to social relations. 
The presentation of two popular realist books published in 2011, Why Nations 
Fail, and The Dictator’s Handbook serves, among other things, as an illustration 
of the above-mentioned junctures. Finally, the authors attempt to put forward 
the basis for a possible moderate realist approach and argue its applicability.

Keywords: Realism, discourse on modernisation, institutions, authority, 
rational choice


