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SZÉNÁST, ÉVA ' -

ILLUSION AND DISILLUSION IN SOREL,S OEUVRE

When Sorel, this original and unclassifiable thinker, came to the 
formulation of his concept of democracy he was very much under the 
influence of the historical background and the political struggles ‘of 
the first decades of the Third Republic. Sorel, contrary to the received 
interpretation, starts off from the type of liberal critique of democracy 
exemplified by Ostrogorski. By pushing the bounds of such a 
conception to its limits, what he outlines is a model based on the 
civic checks on coercive agencies, decentralization, the independence 
of administration, and restrictions imposed upon political parties; a 

• model combining elements of representative democracy, direct 
participation, the appearance of individual and minority opinion in 

.politics, and the limitation of state power.
French representative democracy, however, due to its traditional, 

administrative, political and ideological centralization and etatism, 
appears to be unable to move towards a Proudhonian model based on 
direct participation. A democracy rejecting liberal-values, and 
demolishing traditional social authority necessarily points' towards 
the increasing control of a new power elite, and develops into the 
dictatorship of a new oligarchy. The recognition of this process leads 
Sorel to an anarchistic conception of the removal of the state, the 
party, and the intellectuals, that is, to the construction of a socio- 
politicafemodel in which organization proceeds from the bottom up.

ENYEDI, ZSOLT

DEVELOPMENT OF CATHOLIC-CHRISTIAN SUBCULTURE

The paper gives an overview, from a historical and comparative 
perspective, of the organisational developments within the Hungarian 
Catholic political subculture. The different forms of cooperation 
between the Christian Democratic party and its partner institutions 
are analyzed. The Catholic elite is shown to be dedicated to the
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maintenance of .a separate organisational structure, although the 
individualised character of the society and the openness of the 
subculture’ towards other right wing movements appear as major 
obstacles to any encapsulation strategy.

SZABÓ, MÁTÉ ■ .

-ODER OF FREEDOM.
Social movements, political protest and political organizations 
m the process of régim change

The study is based on the newspaper content analysis of protest events 
in Hungary in 1989-1994. The sample contains the systematic 
recherche of daily newspapers “Népszabadság”, “Magyar Hírlap”, 
“Magyar Nemzet” and on die weeklies of “168 óra” and “Heti Vi
lággazdaság”, and beyond this five sources, includes a variety of 
other sources, but not investigated on a regular basis. Political protests 
are seen as collective actions publicly mobilizing non-institutionalized 
power and support to reach specific, publicly articulated demands.

Political organizations have different profile in their protest 
activities. Political parties represented in the parliament protest 
marginally. Parties outside the parliament are not much ore likely 
either to opt for protest strategies. Associations and other formal 
organizations, plus informal groupings are dominating subjects of 
the protest politics in Hungary, because they are missing 
institutionalized veto power acquired by influental parties and 
employee, organizations. Churches are marginal in the protest, but 
especially small religious groups were protesting fiercely jn 1992- 

.1993 against the policy of the Christian democratic government. 
Politics in Hungary is internationalized, so international campaigns 
and protest of foreeigners (tourists, refugees) belong to the sceen.

Effects of the Social Liberal government elected in 1994 on protest 
politics are still not to be identified, it needs longer period of analysis. 
However, it is to conclude based on the experiences of the second 
semester of 1994, that Christian Democratic parties of the opposition 
opt less likely to anti-governmental protest strategy than their 
predecessors in the opposition of Antall government, Socialists and 
Alliance of Free Democrats did. Raise of number of protest actions 
after elections were tó expect, because in the last months of the former 
government protest groups interrupted their activities until the new 
government came into power. There are no trends to collective violence 
in Hungarian protest culture this time.



POLITIKATUDOMÁNYI SZEMLE 1995, 4. szám________________ •_________  221

ANIA VAN DÉR MEER.KROK-PASZKOWSKA-MARC VAN DEN MUYZENBERG

THE ROLE OF THE PARLIAMENTARY PARTY
IN NEW DEMOCRACIES.

■The case of Hungary and Poland

In this paper we shall present preliminary researc based on interviews 
■ with MPs. The interviews were conducted within the framework of a 
comparative project on institutionalization of parliamentary processes 
in Central Europe (The Czech Republic, Poland, Hungary, and 
Slovakia). The principal aim of this project is to indentify the process 
of institutionalization of parliamentary democracy in the transition 
from authoritarian rule to a pluralist democracy. Institutionalization 
is referred to in this project as the processes that give institutions 
legitimacy and stability. In the context of Central European countries 
this means that besides confronting the severe social and economic 
problems, the emerging political elites are now establishing 
institutions, rules, procedures, and norms that are crucial for the 
survival of democracy.

There were several reasons for focussing the study on parliaments.
In the first place, from a normative point of view parliaments can be 
seen as pivotal between the ruled (society) and the rulers (executive). 
The experience gained in periods of democratization in other countries 
show that a parliament can be expected to perform particular roles 
and functions during the period of regime change. These functions 
include: á. political integration; b. the role of parties; c. the role of 
interest groups; d. the nature of executive power, and e. the definition 
of forms of representation and accountability. In the second place, 
focusing on members of parliament gave us an opportunity to evaluate 
the legitimacy of the current political set up as seen through the eyes, 
of a cross-section of the new political leadership.

The MPs’ accumulated experience of almost four years in the 
legislature led us to assume that they developed a set of opinions on 
the questions of everyday parliamentary practice. For the survey the 
MPs were approached as actors participating in several units of 
analysis, which in turn are interrelated.

Political parties have a formative role in the executive-legislative 
relations in the legislature. On the basis of these research results, it 
can be assumed that the political parties do play an important role in 
shaping the institutionalization of the political sphere; however there 
seem to be institutional ‘Tensions” as well, especially the difference 
between the normative answer on the determination of broad 
government policies and the preferred interparty mode is particularly 
noteworthy in this respect.
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