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DEMOCRATIZATION IN CENTRAL AND EAST EUROPEAN 
COUNTRIES

This article is a revised version of a text originally written as a project 
report for the European Commission in Brussels. This research project 
was unertaken in collaboration with the European Commission and the 
Council of Europe, by the Sussex European Institute, University of 
Sussex. The aim of the project was to assess the process of democratiza
tion in those CEECs eligible for EU membeship and the extent to which 
these countries met the political criteria for membership. The ten cen
tral and east European countries studied in the project were Estonia, 
Latvia, Lathuania, Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, 
Romania, Slovenia and Bulgaria The project coordinators commis
sioned a paper on each of these countries by researchers from the 
respective countries.

In this article, we put forward the argument that the political systems 
which characterize the CEECs onstitute a particular variant of democ
racy that is specific to this part of this world; we argue that it is possible 
to talk about a sui generis post-communist political model which is influ
enced by he legacy of communism and, at the same time, by both the 
strengths and weaknesses of contemporary Westernd democracy. In 
order to develop this argument, we draw a distinction between formal 
and substantive democracy which enables us to assess critically the 
process of democratization in terms of both formal criteria and what we 
consider to be substantive features of democracy. The result is a more 
differentiated understanding of the process of democratization as it is 
experienced by individual CEECs. Our conclusions about the extent to 
which individual CEECs fit this model of democratization are .based on 
a research project in which individual case-studies of ten CEECs wee 
undertaken (for details see unnumbered footnote above). In the final 
section, we draw out some of the policy implications for governments 
and European institutions.
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ILDIKÓ SZABÓ— ANTAL ÖRKÉNY

THE POLITICAL KNOWLEDGE AND EMOTIONS OF HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENTS IN HUNGARY

This paper provides an empirical overview of a sociological survey which 
examined the political socialization of young students in Hungary over 
the past six years. The data comes from nationally representative survey 
that was carried out in more than 40 high schools and included more 
than 2400 students. The survey’s purpose wall collect, comprehensive 
information about the emotional and cognitive aspects of political atti
tudes and civic behaviour. The learning process of pluralist democracy 
and civic participation began to develop after the collapse of state social
ism and after six years of political transformation. One of the most chal
lenging question is how the new generations will be able to adapt to new 
challenges of pluralism and democratic citizenship.

The first part of the paper describes the emotional aspects of recent 
political attitudes and motvations while the second reconstructs what 
high school students know about multi-party system, the constitutions, 
the division of power and constitutional court.

According to initial results, the political knowledge of young people 
seems very confused and disordered. Strong negative emotions charac
terise the everyday attitudes toward politics and political institutions, 
and students are unable to make correct distinctions or differentiate 
between political orientations, values and institutions. Passivity, scepti
cism, and lack of interest emerge among young students. Even we found 
very strong differences between students who graduated in gymnasium 
or in vocational schools in 1996 in attitudes toward politics and democ
racy both in cognitive and emotional levels, the overall picture seems 
more negative than positive: those who are first time voters in 1998 are 
till do not behave as modern citizens.

DÓRA HÚSZ

ELITE GAMES: A GAME THEORETIC ANALYSIS OF THE 
FORMATION OF POST-COMMUNIST ELITES

The study focuses on the formation of Hungarian post-communist elites. 
The methodological approach of the analysis is offered by game theory, 
the theory of coalition formation in the triad and a developed version of 
the game theoretic model that Josep M. Colomer constructed for the 
analysis of democratic transitions. After reviewing and contrasting the 
existing theories on the post-communist elite change in Hungary, the 
author offers an alternative game theoretic interpretation of the forma
tion of post-communist elites.

The study traces back the process of elite change which finally led to 
the formation of the elites of the post-communist era to the 1956 revo
lution. The author describes the functioning and the collapse of the
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‘divide and rule’, strategy that the old communist elite used (playing off 
against each other the technocrats and the managers and at the same 
time preventing a possible coalition between them and actors emerging 
from society), the interactions between the ol communist elie, the man
agers and the technocats and the opposition that lead o the regime 
change, and finally the interactions of the post-communist are between 
the new political elites, the managers and the technocrats. The paper 
conculdes that the second and third line tehnocrats seem to have been 
the main immediate beneficiaries of the chanes.


